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SAN FRANCISCO MODEL YACHT CLUB 

NAUTICAL NEWS 

Mailing Address:              

S.F.M.Y.C.                               

1800 Taraval ST.  PO Box 16762 

San Francisco, CA   94116-16762 

 

 

The Nautical News is published on a monthly basis by,  

and serves as the newsletter of and for the  

San Francisco Model Yacht Club,  

a NON-PROFIT, TAX EXEMPT CORPORATION. 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

October Schedule (preview) 

       

01 Sunday  (Hardly Strictly Bluegrass) 

07 Saturday  (Open) 

08 Sunday 1300                                                 10 Rater class 

10 Tuesday 1200 ODOM class 

14 Saturday 0930 

1300 

Board / General Meeting 

X class, Doyle-Ferrari Cup  

15 Sunday 1300 Infinity 54 class 

21 Saturday 1300 Santa Barbera class 

22 Sunday  (Open) 

25 Wednesday 1200 Victoria class 

28 Saturday 1300 36R class 

29 Sunday  125th Year Celebration 

 

Red=RC sailing,  Green=Freesailing,  Blue=Powerboat sailing  

 

Check the SFMYC webpage for the complete updated PDF 2023 calendar. www.SFMYC.org 

Advise us of your new address when moving! sfmycnauticalnews@gmail.com 

For input to the 202 3 Calendar, contact Ryan Schofield at rssailor@yahoo.com  

 

 

 

http://www.sfmyc.org/
mailto:sfmycnauticalnews@gmail.com
mailto:rssailor@yahoo.com
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November Schedule (preview) 

       

04 Saturday  Swap Meet 

05 Sunday                                                  (Open) 

11 Saturday 0930 

1300 

Board / General Meeting 

Winter Serieséé 

12 Sunday 1300 Bruce Ettinger Bottle Boat Relay 

18 Saturday  (Open) 

19 Sunday 0930 Casual Steam Up  

25 Saturday  (Open) 

26 Sunday  (Open) 
 

 

Red=RC sailing,  Green=Freesailing,  Blue=Powerboat sailing 
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Commodoreôs Corner 

October marks the end of our season.  There are a few more races 

to be sailed by the RC fleets, but any chance for a dramatic change 

in the season leader list is unlikely at this late stage.  This is not 

necessarily a bad thing - it gives everyone the freedom to 

experiment and just show up for a low key day rounding the 

buoys.  Get your boats out and have fun.  There are still a couple 

of freesail race days, but their fun will likely be mixed with 

frustration when the wind is closer to a whisper than a gale.  The 

power squadron will still be in full lawn chair mode soaking up the 

October sunshine, but secretly planning for the annual swap meet 

on November 4. 

 

125th Anniversary:  Normal fleet sailing will be briefly 

interrupted on October 29th when we celebrate our 125th 

Anniversary.  We had planned to dedicate our Commemorative 

Boulder on that date and place the Time Capsule, but those plans 

have been put on hold for a little while (see below).  However, we 

are still planning to have a boat display at the lake, a rag top/stink 

pot race and a few mind numbing speeches in between.  After the 

formal events, everyone will have an opportunity to enjoy the lake 

one last time this year in an official boating day.  The fun starts at 

10:30 when boats are put on display.  A rag top/stink pot relay will 

start about an hour later.  If you want to participate in the rag 

top/stink pot race please contact me at RNWeaver@pacbell.net so 

that I can start organizing teams and stack my team with top flight 

sailors and swift power boats to avoid the dismal last place finish I 

had on opening day.  

 

Time Capsule: Our Time Capsule team of Carl Brosius, Ken 

Shapiro and Mary Rose Cassa are hard at work getting contents 

together.  They still need write-ups from fleet captains, photos and 

suggestions.  Please contact them directly at: cbfuture@aol.com, 

gogiantks@aol.com, and mcassa@earthlink.net   If anyone wants 

me to print something on cotton paper with my Laserjet printer, 

please send your copy to me at RNWeaver@pacbell.net. 

 

Missing Timer: The starting timer and bag have gone missing.  

Jim Harrold discovered that the primary timer used for RC races 

disappeared between racing on a Sunday and the next Saturday 

about three weeks ago. 

Nautical News 
SAN FRANCISCO MODEL YACHT CLUB 

 

 

Spreckels Lake    -    Established 1898    -    Golden Gate Park 

mailto:rnweaver@pacbell.net
mailto:Tugboatdrvr428619@gmail.com
mailto:cjstobbe@live.com
mailto:sandsdavid1935@gmail.com
mailto:mwstobbe@comcast.net
mailto:gogiantks@aol.com
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mailto:rssailor@yahoo.com
mailto:EdSFMYC@sonic.net
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Someone likely brought them out to the starting line during the week and either put them in a car 

and promptly forgot or just left them in the starting area.  Alternatively it may just have been 

stored at a new location at the club. Please check your vehicles to see if you have the starter.  

Starter boxes are no longer being made and impossible to replace.  If you have it, or know where 

it is, please contact me or put it on the desk at the front of the club.   

 

Commemorative Boulder: Sadly, the commemorative boulder has run into some bureaucratic 

red tape. At first we were led to believe that CCSF would pay or contribute to the cost of the 

boulder, but now that position has been reviewed by another department and it seems that if we 

want the boulder we will have to pay for it.  Even worse, the new agency looking into this is now 

considering placement (even at our expense) as a donation to the park that needs to be approved 

(by whom is currently unknown).   When I asked if Rec & Parks could at least donate a stone 

from one of the parks, I was told that would be a donation to the club and it would also have to 

be vetted.  Quite frankly I do not know where we are in this project, but it looks like nothing will 

be ready for installation at our 125th anniversary celebration.  On the positive side, Ken Shapiro 

has costed out engraving and it looks like the cost of that will be under $800, but we still have to 

find a stone.  More on this as things develop.   

 

Spam/Phishing; Iôve heard from a couple of members that they have been targeted by email 

scammers, purporting to be me, looking for responses, information or even payments.  If you 

receive an email that purports to be from me that your filter doesnôt automatically throw into 

spam, check the sender address.  If it is an unfamiliar address (and spam always has a made up 

address) it is not me.  If it is asking for money or payment, it is not from me.  Please be careful. 

 

Rob Weaver, Commodore 

 

Membership Report ï September 2023 
by Mike Stobbe, Membership Secretary 

 

Again, last month saw three new members join the club:  Senior Members Dennis Hodges and 

Michael Cresanti, plus Associate Member Blake Sabo.   

 

Dennis Hodges is a long time San Francisco resident who happened across the SFMYC by 

chance.  Imagine that!  Most importantly, he is a builder.  He's built a Dumas model triple-

cockpit Chriscraft, and is currently working on a model Maine Lobster Boat built from scratch.  

He also acquired a Victor's Model 44" sailboat at an estate sale.  Recently, he was interested 

enough to walk up and down the lake for the full duration of our 36R-Class freesail race on 

August 5th, so we are hopeful that he can be persuaded to try out freesailing as well.   

 

Michael Cresanti is a local San Francisco architect who has known about Spreckels Lake for 

years, and has finally decided to find out what it's all about.  He borrowed a boat to join us in 

Race 5, M-Class freesail, and had a great time.  Michael does not currently have a boat, but 

harbors a secret urge to build a J-Class yacht.   

 

Our newest member, Blake Sabo has joined as an Associate Member from the state of Florida.  

Member John Fisher is apparently spreading our fame from coast to coast, and convinced Blake 

to check us out.  Blake does not yet have a boat, but John has piqued his interest in freesailing 

and model construction.  We welcome Dennis, Michael and Blake to the SFMYC. 
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Trolling the Web 
by Mary Rose Cassa 

 

San Francisco Fleet Week 2023: October 2-10 

https://fleetweeksf.org/ 

¶ Parade of Ships ï Friday, October 6 

¶ Bay Area Military History 

https://fleetweeksf.org/bay-area-military-history/ 

 

 

Society of California Pioneers Museum & Library: Golden Gate Park During the Gilded 

Age 

Virtual exhibits of rarely seen photographs and post cards gleaned from the Societyôs collection 

in honor of the celebration of Golden Gate Parkôs Sesquicentennial. 

https://youtu.be/OGLokvy2I_Q and https://youtu.be/Uj5F4mS6Tls or 

https://www.californiapioneers.org/virtual-exhibits/  
 

Events 

San Francisco Model Yacht Club 125th 

Anniversary Celebration 

Free event, Sunday, October 29, 2023 ï 

11:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

Set your sights on Spreckels Lake when 

the San Francisco Model Yacht Club 

celebrates its 125th anniversary. Displays 

of model power boats and sail boats ï talk 

with club members and learn about their 

boats. 

¶ San Francisco Sailing Science 

Center Exhibits ï fun, 

interactive experiences for all 

ages, sailor or not. 

¶ Ragtop/Stinkpot Relay Regatta 

ï a friendly relay competition 

that cleverly includes skippers 

and boats from the Power 

Squadron, R/C Sail Squadron, 

and Freesail Squadron. 

¶ Have-A-Go for Public ï 

ñThumbs on sticks!ò ï try 

running a model with some 

individual instruction. 

¶ SFMYC Club Building Open 

House ï visit the historic 1937 

building that serves as a boat storage facility and meeting location for our members. 

https://fleetweeksf.org/
https://fleetweeksf.org/bay-area-military-history/
https://youtu.be/OGLokvy2I_Q
https://youtu.be/Uj5F4mS6Tls
https://www.californiapioneers.org/virtual-exhibits/
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Come learn about the history of the oldest continuously operating model yacht club in the U.S. 

The club was founded in 1898. Spreckels Lake, specifically designed for model yachting, was 

completed in 1904. The club hosts numerous regional, national, and international events at the 

lake. 

Swap Meet Announcement! 
by David Sands, Swap Meet Host 

The annual Swap Meet will be held on Saturday, November 4, 2023.  Vendors may bring one 6ft 

table per vendor. Set up is from 9am to 10 am.  No fee. Coffee and doughnuts as long as they 

last.  Closing time depending on activity. 

 

Bottle Class Relay - Save the Date!  
by Kate Ettinger & the Bottle Class 

Save the date: Sunday, November 12, 2023 at 1pm   

 

Bottle yachts are a low cost, fun way for youth and novice sailors 

to learn about model yacht sailing. Bottle yachts are built from 

recycled bottles, found objects, donated supplies, and other low 

cost materials.  

 

For bottle yacht builder resources and updates: 

www.bottleyachtregatta.org  
 

Power Squadron Report 

text & photos  by Ken Shapiro, Power Squadron Officer  

Seven boats and 5 Skippers participated in the Annual 

Steam Up.  All the boats performed flawlessly and of 

course, outstanding on the water.  It was a picture-perfect 

day and live steamboats always garner a lot of attention 

from the public.  Always fun to share our hobby. 

Iôm on an RV trip and wonôt be back until early 

November.  If anyone wants to post something, let, me 

know.  Unfortunately, Iôll miss the festivities on October 

29.   It was really exciting to help with the time capsule. 

 

    RC steamers & captains at the Annual 

Steam Up 

http://www.bottleyachtregatta.org/
http://www.bottleyachtregatta.org/
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Freesail Squadron Reports 
Bamboo Breeze 
 

by Jeff Stobbe, FSO 

 

Shipmates,   

 

We have only two more races left.  First, on 

Saturday, October 14, there is the X class 

Doyle-Ferrari Cup and then on Saturday, 

October 28 there is the last 36R class race.   

 

We 36R sailors will have some extra fun by 

sailing in the RagTop/StinkPot Relay Regatta 

during our 125th Anniversary celebration on 

Sunday, October 29.  Show up!  Enjoy a free 

lunch!  Race and more! 

  

Here is my ñnew vane,ò a bit complex, but has 

no potential.  I believe I know nothing about 

everything in this case. 

 

Fairwinds 

 

  

36R FREESAIL RACE NO. 5, Sept. 24, 2023 

Text and photos by Mike Stobbe, Fleet Reporter. 

 

Eight sailors turned out for 36R race 5 on Sunday, September 24th.  It was a rare day for 

Spreckels:  the sun was out!  Sunny, cool, light to medium breezes, a really gorgeous day.  The 

breezes were really treacherous, however; very inconsistent and shifty, with a strong southerly 

component.   
 

Ed Schoenstein was 

back racing the 

club's 36R-13, after 

a long absence.  

(36R-13 was also 

wearing #64 sails; 

somewhat 

confusing!).  
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Heartbreak harbor was especially troublesome.  Starting by threes, one simply had to take your 

chances and expect to end up anywhere.  Boats usually scattered.  There weren't many collisions, 

and none that were consequential.  At one point, Mary Rose's vane was binding up, causing 

Manzanita to go in circles.  A rescue boat from the power side came out to intercept, but it too 

broke down.  Her boat eventually reached the north shore.   

 

 
 

Three 36Rs make a pretty picture on a perfect day.  From left, Mary Rose Cassa, Mike Stobbe, and 

Colleen Stobbe.  Mike won this beat.  The temporary fence in the background is for the Hardly Strictly 

Bluegrass Festival. 

 

The beats were particularly challenging.  Many boats failed to tack and hit the Skeleton Coast.  

Most made a bounce-tack and came off.  But the strong southerly lifted many boats toward 

Powerboat Bay.  The lucky ones edged into Turtle Bay, but there were some strange winds mid-

lake which caused some boats to do 360s.   

  
                                         

Colleen and 

Jason had a 

very close 

beat all the 

way up the 

lake, Jason 

winning by a 

boat-length. 

 

 

Throughout 

it all, there 

were still a 

few very 

close races, 

most 

notably Colleen and Jason's beat.  From start to finish, they traded places repeatedly, Jason eked 


